
Preparing for your FAA Pilot Test 

 

Applicants often ask ‘what is the secret’ or ‘hot button’ that the DPE has and what 

is the key to success when dealing with an individual DPE. 

Instructors and applicants think that if they have this knowledge then they will 

have an edge when it comes to the FAA test.  

The truth is far more practical so here is the key:- 

 

‘If you are 100% planned and prepared and professional you will have a 100% 

chance of success every time.’  

 

A lot of time is spent by the DPE making sure that the paperwork on the applicant 

and the airplane and all the planning is complete BEFORE commencing the 

Ground Portion of the test (this used to be called the Oral) 

 

SO, IN ORDER TO HELP YOU, THE FOLLOWING FILE CHECKLIST WILL HELP YOU 

ORGANIZE ALL THE INFORMATION PRIOR TO YOUR TEST SO YOU ARE 100% 

PREPARED 

  



Check Ride Folder Contents 

Documents for each page should be attached to the page shown 

 

Front Cover – Page 1 

Attach to the front cover the following 5 labels:- 

• Name of Applicant 

• FAA Test – Private Pilot SEL or alternative 

• Airman Certification Standards 

• Name of DPE 

• If found, please call:  XXX-XXX-XXXX 

  



Information required inside of folder 

Left Side – Page 2 Right Side – Page 3 
  
Examiner fee: cash or money order Aircraft/Engine/Avionics Logs:  

 Copy of Annual Airframe/Engine/Prop Logs 

Applicant Information: Copy of 100 hrs Airframe/Engine/Prop Logs  

Certificate worksheet – see attachment below Copy Pitot/Static Test Entries 

Copy Pilot Certificate Front and Back Copy ELT Entries 

Copy Medical Certificate Copy of Aircraft W & B 

Copy Driving License/ Photo ID Copy of AD’s I/A  sign off sheet  O & R 

Hard copy of 8710 signed by Instructor  

 Navigation: 

Copy of Endorsements: Airport Departure and Arrival Diagrams 

TSA instructor approval 49CFR 1552.3(h) Sectional Chart/s or IFR Charts and Plates 

Training prior 60 days 61.39(a)(6)(i) Navigation Log Complete 

Pre-Solo 61.87(b)  Copy FAA Flight Plan Form for filing 

Solo Cross Country 61.93 W & B & C of G Envelope for Planned Route  

90 day solo 61.87(n) Printout of Weather for day of Test 

Aeronautical Knowledge Test 61.105 Personal Minimums Form VFR or IFR – see attached below 

Training deficiencies in knowledge test 61.39  

Practical Test 61.103(f),61.107(b) & 61.109 IF CAP/ USAF (A) 

Copy of Knowledge Test result certificate Form 70-5 Complete – DPE will sign 

  

Copies of Applicant Logbook Entries: If Military or former Military 

Total Flight Time hours Aviation qualification record and/or DD214 

Required hours for certificate sought  

Specific Certificate Requirements:  

Required Night times, duration and distance 
and Take Offs and Landings as appropriate for 
certificate 

 

Required Instrument times duration, # of 
approaches, cross country distance as 
appropriate for certificate 

 

Required Cross country solo flights and 
distance and times 

 

Required flight times within 60 days of test  

Required Solo times  

Required Dual Times  

Towered airport Take Offs and Landings to full 
stop as required for certificate 

 

  



Attachments: 

 



 

 

  



 

 


